"IN GOOD KING CHARLES'S GOLDEN DAYS"

Christian. But it is not my duty to forgive your
enemies. And you never forgive mine,

CHARLES. An excellent family arrangement for a
royal pair. We can exchange our revenges and remain
good Christians. But Barbara may be right. When a
king is shunned, and his heir is courted, his death is
not far off.

CATHERINE. You must not say things like that: I
not can bear it. You are stronger in your mind than
ever; and nobody can keep up with you walking,

CHARLES. Never-
theless, beloved, I
shall drop before you
do. What will hap-
pen to you then ? that
is what troubles me.
When I am dead you
must go back to Por-
tugal, where your
brother the king will '
take care of you.
You will never be
safe here, because
you are a Catholic
queen.

CATHERINE.   I not

think I shall care what becomes of me when you are
gone. But James is a Catholic. When he is king what
have I to fear? Or do you believe your son Monmouth
will prevent him from succeeding you and become a
Protestant king?

CHARLES. No. He will try, poor boy; but Jamie will

105

